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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Question:

The 2011 NEC requires a grounded (neutral) conductor at each switch location. There
are two exceptions. Does the second exception permit "fishing" a cable from a
basement or attic into the switch box at a future date? What about closing up a
basement ceiling at a future date? Do we then need to "fish" cables with neutrals up to
all switch locations?

Answer:

The new requirement is found in the 2011 NEC, Article 404 Switches, (C) Switches
Controlling Lighting Loads. The requirement states:

“Where switches control lighting loads supplied by a grounded general purpose branch
circuit, the grounded circuit conductor for the controlled lighting circuit shall be provided
at the switch location."

NEC 404.2(C) Exception (2) permits the grounded (neutral) conductor to be omitted
from a switch enclosure where: "Cable assemblies for switches controlling lighting
loads enter the box through a framing cavity that is open at the top or bottom on the
same floor level, or through a wall, floor, or ceiling that is unfinished on one side.”

A neutral conductor is not required at a switch box where access to the box within the
framing cavity is practical from either above or below. Practical means using normal
installation techniques to fish an additional cable into the box after initial construction.
A switch box installed under any permitted exception shall not be required to have a
grounded conductor added at a later date should the unfinished side of the wall, floor,
or ceiling be finished or otherwise altered by changes to the building construction.



